REGULAR MEETING
Larkspur Parks and Recreation Commission
Thursday, April 20, 2017, 6:30 p.m.
Larkspur City Council Chambers
400 Magnolia Avenue, Larkspur, CA

Jeanne Friedel, Chair
Lisbet Sunshine, Vice-Chair

Sandy Blauvelt
Rich Cimino

Michael Koppel

The Recreation Director certifies that this agenda has been posted in accordance with
the requirements of the Government Code.
1.

ROLL CALL

2.

PRESENTATIONS:

3.

PUBLIC COMMENT: The Parks and Recreation Commission will hear public
comments only on matters over which they have jurisdiction. There will be no
Commission discussion. The Chair will allot no more than five minutes to any
individual. Unless the Chair determines otherwise, the total amount of time
allocated to this agenda item will be 15 minutes

4.

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose of the Consent
Calendar is to group items that may be approved routinely. Anyone may request
removal of an item for discussion.
4.1

5.

PUBLIC HEARING:
5.1

6.

Approval of Minutes March 16, 2017

PROTEST HEARING OF HERITAGE TREE PERMIT APPLICATION AT
55 CORTE REAL, GREENBRAE

BUSINESS ITEMS:
6.1 DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATION TO LARKSPUR DEPARTMENT
OF PUBLIC WORKS FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS TO
NIVEN PARK AND PIPER PARK VOLLEYBALL COURT #2
Presentation by DPW/Engineering Director Julian Skinner
6.2 ORAL UPDATE ON LARKSPUR LIBRARY COMMUNITY CENTER
6.3 ORAL UPDATE OF HALL SCHOOL SYNTHETIC FIELD PROCESS

This agenda and its staff reports are available online at: www.cityoflarkspur.org

7.

DIRECTOR’S ORAL REPORT

8.

COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS

9.

ADJOURN MEETING

NOTICE IS HERE BY GIVEN: If you challenge any item on this agenda in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues
you or someone else raised at the public hearing herein described, or in written correspondence delivered to the Recreation
Director at, or prior to, the public hearing. [G.C. § 65009 (b) (2)]

In the interest of time, the Parks and Recreation Commission has established time limits. Public Hearings: applicants and /or
appellants shall make their presentations within 10 minutes, and will be allowed a 3-minute summation period. Public
participation shall be limited to 3 minutes per speaker per topic. These time limits may be waived by a majority vote of the
Commission. [G.C. § 54954.3].
Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the City Council regarding an item on this agenda will be made available for
public inspection at the Customer Service Counter at City Hall located at 400 Magnolia Avenue, Larkspur, CA and at the main
counter of the Library located at the same address during normal business hours. (SB 343, amending G.C. Section 54957.5)
ACCESS TO MEETINGS: Meeting facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities. If you require special assistance, please
contact any staff member five business days prior to the meeting. An interpreter for the deaf will be made available upon request
to the staff five business days or more prior to the meeting.

This agenda and its staff reports are available online at: www.cityoflarkspur.org

CITY OF LARKSPUR
Staff Report

April 20, 2017 Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting
DATE:

April 13, 2017

TO:

City of Larkspur Parks and Recreation Commission

FROM:

Rita Schoch, Public Works Adm Analyst
Julian Skinner, Public Works Director
Dick Whitley, Recreation Director

SUBJECT:

PARKS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS FOR FY2017-18

ACTION REQUESTED:
Parks and Recreation Commission recommend approval to the City Council of
the four Parks capital improvement projects identified for FY 2017-18.
BACKGROUND:
The City of Larkspur owns and maintains 11 neighborhood parks and 1 regional
park. A wide variety of recreational and social activities are available to the
community through the existing facilities, including sports fields and courts,
playgrounds, walking paths, picnic areas, benches, community gardens, dog
park and passive green space.
In an effort to maintain the infrastructure and identify upgrades, major repairs and
replacement, the Public Works and Recreation Departments staff utilize the
following documents:
 2015 Mini-Parks Action Plan
 2014 Parks, Trails and Storm Utilities 5-Year CIP Evaluation Report
 2012 Piper Park Master Plan
 1990 City of Larkspur General Plan
Annually, staff uses these reports in conjunction with input from board members,
citizens and park facilities renters, changes in codes or governing standards,
restrictions placed by funding sources, and maintenance observations to develop
a list of capital improvement projects.
Funding for park improvements and major repairs comes primarily from County
of Marin Measure A funds and Development Fees collected through the
Building/Planning Department. While staff regularly seeks new grant
opportunities, due to limitation of available funds, many projects are identified as
necessary but unfunded or underfunded.
For the upcoming fiscal year 2017-18, staff has identified the following projects
for funding, as detailed on the attached draft fact sheets, and listed below:






Niven Park Improvements – improvements to accessibility, playground
safety and park aesthetics at entrance;
Piper Park Tennis Courts Resurfacing – removal of trip hazards and
refreshment of playing surface;
Piper Park Volleyball Court 2 Upgrade – volleyball-grade sand
replacement to the second court ;
Park Signage Uniformity Phase 1 – development of a uniform design
standard for park signage throughout the City’s parks.

Staff seeks the Commission’s recommendation of City Council approval of these
projects.These projects will then be folded into the City’s overall Capital
Improvement Program to be presented to Council on May 3rd.
FISCAL IMPACT:
The fiscal impact of each project is identified on its project fact sheet. The City’s
proposed FY 2017-18 Budget will contain line items for projects identified in the
Capital Improvement Program.
ENVIRONMENTAL STATUS:
Each project will individually comply with CEQA and/or NEPA.
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
Staff recommends the Parks and Recreation Commission recommend the City
Council approve the four identified FY2017-18 Parks capital improvement
projects.
Respectfully submitted,
Julian Skinner
Director of Public Works/City Engineer
Attachments:

Project Fact Sheets (4)

FY2017-18 Capital Improvement Project Fact Sheet

Park Signage Uniformity, Phase 1
Non-standard signage

Signage in disrepair

DESCRIPTION:
Phase 1 will be design development to standardize entry signage amongst all of
Larkspur’s public parks and greenways.
LOCATION:
Various public parks throughout Larkspur
BENEFIT:
Many of the park entrance signs to Larkspur’s public parks and greenways are either in
disrepair or non-existent, nor is there any uniformity amongst the signage. A signage
uniformity project will result in a cohesive design standard, specifications for more durable
construction materials, facilitate the public’s ability to locate and identify City parks, and
enhance civic pride. Phase 1 is to develop the uniform signage design. A future phase will
be the construction to install the new signage.
BUDGET & FUNDING:

SCHEDULE (tentative):

$10,000 from County of Marin Measure A

Design Work Fall 2017

MORE INFO:
Rita Schoch, Project Manager
rschoch@cityoflarkspur.org

Julian Skinner, Public Works Director
jskinner@cityoflarkspur.org

Public Works Department, 415-927-5017, publicworks@cityoflarkspur.org
City of Larkspur, 400 Magnolia Avenue, Larkspur, CA 94939

FY2017-18 Capital Improvement Project Fact Sheet

Piper Park Tennis Courts Resurfacing
Cracks

Wear Course Ghosting

DESCRIPTION:
Resurfacing of all four courts at Piper Park Tennis Courts and minor repairs to fencing.
LOCATION:
Piper Park, 250 Doherty Drive, Larkspur
BENEFIT:
The four tennis courts at Piper Park are used daily by an active adult tennis community and
by children attending summer camps and after-school programs. Since the courts were last
resurfaced in 2006, the courts have developed cracks and voids in the surfacing and
ghosting of the painted wear course. The uneven surfacing poses a safety issue for
players. This project will level out and fill in the cracks, resurface and repaint the court
surfaces and make minor repairs to the perimeter fencing, resulting in improved safety and
a fresh new look.
BUDGET & FUNDING:

SCHEDULE (tentative):

$50,000 from Park Development Fees

Construction Fall 2017

MORE INFO:
Rita Schoch, Project Manager
rschoch@cityoflarkspur.org

Julian Skinner, Public Works Director
jskinner@cityoflarkspur.org

Public Works Department, 415-927-5017, publicworks@cityoflarkspur.org
City of Larkspur, 400 Magnolia Avenue, Larkspur, CA 94939

FY2017-18 Capital Improvement Project Fact Sheet

Piper Park Volleyball Court 2
Court 1 Before

Court 1 After

DESCRIPTION:
Upgrades to Court 2 including sand, net system and border replacements similar to
improvements already completed on Court 1.
LOCATION:
Piper Park, 250 Doherty Drive, Larkspur
BENEFIT:
In 2016, the generic sand in one of the two outdoor volleyball courts at Piper Park was
replaced with “volleyball” sand, formulated to be dust-free, non-abrasive and noncompacting. Since then, Larkspur Recreation has seen a dramatic spike in court rentals for
tournaments and volleyball camps. Upgrading the second court will provide recreational
users and competitive players with a superior playing experience and enhance desirability
for future court rentals.
BUDGET & FUNDING:

SCHEDULE (tentative):

$50,000 from Park Development Fees

Construction Fall 2017

MORE INFO:
Rita Schoch, Project Manager
rschoch@cityoflarkspur.org

Julian Skinner, Public Works Director
jskinner@cityoflarkspur.org

Public Works Department, 415-927-5017, publicworks@cityoflarkspur.org
City of Larkspur, 400 Magnolia Avenue, Larkspur, CA 94939

FY2017-18 Capital Improvement Project Fact Sheet

Niven Park Improvements
Future accessible picnic area

Add perimeter fence, shade trees and misc.
equipment upgrades to existing playground

DESCRIPTION:
Add accessible picnic area; improve existing playground with perimeter fence, shade trees
& minor equipment upgrades; add new drinking fountain and pet waste stations; improve
accessibility to existing benches; and refresh landscaping at north entrance.

LOCATION:
Niven Park, Barry Way & Drakes Landing Road, Greenbrae
BENEFIT:
Niven Park is a popular park serving both Larkspur and Greenbrae residents. Its many
amenities serve pet owners, children and their caretakers, and people desiring exercise,
socialization and relaxation. Larkspur’s Mini-Parks Action Plan identified various upgrades
to improve accessibility, enhance playground usage, and replace or add new park
fixtures.
BUDGET & FUNDING:

SCHEDULE (tentative):

$100,000 from County of Marin Measure A

Construction Fall 2017

MORE INFO:
Rita Schoch, Project Manager
rschoch@cityoflarkspur.org

Julian Skinner, Public Works Director
jskinner@cityoflarkspur.org

Public Works Department, 415-927-5017, publicworks@cityoflarkspur.org
City of Larkspur, 400 Magnolia Avenue, Larkspur, CA 94939

