Chapter 7, Community Health and Safety, December 1990

Figure 7-9: Land Use Compatibility Standards
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NORMALLY ACCEPTABLE

Specified land use is satisfactory, based
upon the assumption that any buildings in-
volved are of normal conventional con-
struction, without any special noise insula-
tion requirements.

CONDITIONALLY ACCEPTABLE

New construction or development should be
undertaken only after a detailed analysis of
the noise reduction requirements is made
and needed noise insulation features inclu-
ded in the design. Conventional construc-
tion, but with closed windows and fresh air
supply systems or air conditioning will nor-
mally suffice.

POTENTIALLY UNACCEPTABLE

New construction or development should
generally be discouraged. If new construc-
tion or development does proceed, a detail-
ed analysis of the noise reduction require-
ments must be made and needed noise insu-
lation features included in the design. Out-
door areas must be shielded.

[ NORMALLY UNACCEPTABLE

New construction or development should
generally not be undertaken. Contruction
costs to make the indoor environment
acceptable would be prohibitive and the
outdoor environment would not be usable.

Noise Source Characteristics

The land use/noise compatibility recommendations should be viewed in relation to the specific
source of the noise. For example, aircraft and railroad noise is normally made up of higher single
noise events than auto traffic, but occurs less frequently. Therefore, different sources yielding
the same composite noise exposure do not necessarily create the same noise environment.

Suitable interior Environments

One objective of locating both single and multi-family residential units relative to a known noise
source is to maintain a suitable interior noise environment at no greater than 45 dB CNEL or Ldn.
This requirement, coupled with the measured or calculated noise reduction performance of the type
of structure under consideration, should govern the minimum acceptable distance to a noise source.

Source: State of California, Office of Noise Control, 1975, as modified by City of Larkspur, 1982.
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