
Workshop #2  
Sept 11, 2013 

Canine Commons Dog Park 

Larkspur Park & Rec Department 
& Public Works Department 



 Gather 

information 

 Provide input 

 Generate ideas 

 Be a part of 

the process 

Purpose of Workshop 
 

To provide the public an opportunity 

in an informal setting to: 



Why Move 

the  

Existing  

Dog Park? 



Genesis of the  

Canine Commons Dog Park 

1970’s 
Awareness of the need for dog parks in  communities 
Discussions for building a dog park in Larkspur 
 
1990 
Original dog park built at Piper Park 
 
2006 
Refurbishment of original dog park 
 
2011 
Piper Park Master Plan identifies continued interest 
for dog park and desire for improvements & 
expansion 

 
 



Dog Park  

Users -- 

Survey 

Results from 

Master Plan 

 



Public Input to Date 

• Staff has received many emails 
 

• Staff has spoken directly with 
residents both in person and on the 
phone 
 

• Staff has visited the existing dog park 
and queried users  
 

• A public workshop was held and well 
attended 
 

• A webpage was developed to provide 
information  

The results of all this information have encouraged 

Staff to discontinue efforts investigating Niven Park as 

an alternative and to further review  

Piper Park for alternatives. 



• 12 citizens supportive of 
relocating the dog park 
within Piper Park 

Cons 

Piper Park is not accessible…it needs to 
be passive space. 

North end of Piper is a horrible 
option..more choices. 

Even if it takes longer, please identify 
another option. Restoring the dog park 

to marsh is GREAT!!! 
Save the free area! 

Great concern about placing an active 
dog park so close to breeding areas of 

shorebirds. Also destroys precious 
passive use area. 

Fill in the dog park, restore the marsh 
and do not create another dog park. 

North end is an unacceptable site. Piper 
needs its passive space.   

Neutral 
Look at Niven Park as a very god example 
of a great dog park. Path, Water, small & 

large area for the dogs to run. I love Niven 
Park. 

Straw polls are inappropriate. More 
options! 

Piper Park is not handicap accessible. ADA 
lawsuit. 

I think they need more options in either 
Piper Park or another location. 

Consider restoring the proposed dog park 
site at Niven to marsh.  

North end of Piper too far from parking 
lot. 

We need more options - Piper location is 
too far from parking. Piper Park is too far from parking. 

Piper Park has poor accessibility.  Too far 
from parking, too far in rainy weather, poor 

for seniors. 
  

Pros 
I love the idea of Piper Park new and improved 

area.  Thank you so much for all this. I know 
people would help pay to maintain these areas. 

Maybe handicap could be allowed closer access in 
park field areas. 

Short of finding another space, I like Piper Park 
because there is shade and parking. Yes, it is a 
longer walk, but I am out there for the walk. 

Move a tennis court or playground the 
north end of the park. I prefer Piper Park. 

Please consider moving something else 
to Niven to free up space in Piper Park 

for a dog park. 

I vote to locate the dog park in Piper 
BUT create parking spots nearby for 

handicap accessible. 

Take a strip of land along the park 
instead of moving the dog park. 

Piper Park is much more a part of the 
community…feels less commercial. 

We need a dog park in Larkspur. Piper 
Park is a good place. Let's work out the 

bugs. Money is available….awesome. 

Piper Park will work for us based on the 
cones that were laid out. Do not need 

the cages. 

I prefer Piper Park location because:  (1) it is 
already used as dog park; (2) fencing it off 
alleviates interference with cricket and soccer 
games; (3) easy access with parking; (4) less 
expensive option…just needing to add fencing to 
the relocated dog park fencing, water line to be 
shared by other park users and a few signs. The 
shade, benches & grass already exist. 

I support relocating the dog park to the north 
end of Piper.   Piper Park has multiple uses, with 
some of it dedicated to dogs with their humans 
who enjoy catching up with each other while 
exercising dogs.  I'm not aware of other suitable 
spaces in the city.  I'm also in support of 
restoring the existing dog park to wetlands, since 
the dog park is not well-used anyway. I often walk 
the entire park with my dog and enjoy the 
backspace even better than the existing dog park. 

Piper Park North Feedback  

from Workshop #1 on Aug 22nd 

• 9 comments voicing 
concerns about 
accessibility to north 
end of Piper or wanting 
to explore other 
location options at 
Piper Park 

• 7 opponents to using 
the north end as a dog 
park or having a dog 
park at all 





Two Alternate 

Locations 

at Piper Park 

Existing 
Dog Park 

Proposed 
Site 1 

Proposed 
Site 2 



Proposed Site 1 
 

North End of 
Piper Park 

Large Dog Area 
(@ 18,000 sf) 

Small Dog Area 
(@ 4,000 sf) 



Proposed Site 2 
 

South End of 
Piper Park 

Large Dog Area 
(@ 24,000 sf) 

Small Dog Area 
(@ 5,500 sf) 





DOG PARKS -

BENEFITS FOR 

PEOPLE AND 

DOGS 



Why 

Off-LeasH? 
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