
Dog  Park Users  
Survey Results  

“Survey Says…” 
(responses from users of 

the exis ng dog park) 

The City of Larkspur hired RHAA Architects to prepare a master plan for the purpose of the serv-

ing as a general guide for long-range vision and blueprint for park updates and programming. 

Throughout the Fall 2010 and Spring of 2011, RHAA gathered site data and user informa on to 

prepare what is now the Piper Park Master Plan. 

Aggregated Survey Results 
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Dog Park Survey Results*

Improve Design/Expand Park
(DESIGN)

Improved Surfacing
(SURFACE)

More or Improved Shade
(SHADE)

Area of Concern Responses 

Improve Design/Expand Park (DESIGN) 10 

Improved Surfacing (SURFACE) 6 

More or Improved Shade (SHADE) 5 

Total Responses 21 

Master Plan Survey Results 
# of  

Responses 
Area of  
Concern 

 more shade / shade structure 5 SHADE 

 dirty surface / replace w/turf 5 SURFACE 

 more benches & picnic tables 3 DESIGN 

 separate, non-fenced, off leash dog area 2 DESIGN 

 be er surface maintenance 1 SURFACE 

 entrance area needs redesign 1 DESIGN 

 expand dog park 1 DESIGN 

 dog training or separate dog run area 1 DESIGN 

 path around dog park 1 DESIGN 

 take advantage of space surrounding dog 
park 

1 DESIGN 

Total Responses 21   



Dog  Parks -Benefits  
for  People  and Dogs  

Organiza ons like the ASPCA and the Humane Society  
view dog parks as beneficial to dog owners, their pets,  

and the community‐at‐large because: 

Benefits for Dogs 
 Give dogs a place to exercise safely, thus reducing undesirable behavior that 

can affect non-dog owners, such as barking and escaping. 

 Dogs get exposure to other dogs and people at a dog park, thus promo ng 
be er socializa on behavior in other environments. 

 Helps enforcement of dog-control laws by providing a place where dogs can 
be off-leash.  Regular parks and open space areas, if they allow dogs at all, 

require them to be on-leash. 

Provides seniors and disabled owners 
with an accessible place to exercise 
their companions. 

Provides residents with small or no 
yard, condos and apartment dwellers 
with a place to exercise their dogs. 

Presence of dog owners and dogs can 
be a deterrent to crime elsewhere in 
the park. 

Fosters a sense of community. Dogs 
serve as a social lubricant, facilita ng 
conversa ons among strangers and 
opportunity for sharing informa on 
about responsible pet ownership. 

A dog park will keep dogs within its 
confines and away from children, 
joggers and people who prefer not to 
be around dogs. 

Benefits for Community & People 



Existing  Dog  Park  
Why make a  move?  

Environmental  Concerns  
This location is a sensitive wetlands area.  Environmental regulatory agencies, 
including RWQCB, Army Corps of Engineers and California Fish & Wildlife have 
advised the City that restoration to natural habitat is necessary 

The area is habitat for both the Clapper Rail and the Marsh Mouse 

Both the Bon Air Bridge Project and the maintenance of the City storm drain-
age system (outfalls and drainage ditches) require mitigation, the restoration 
the dog park to wetlands area will meet a portion of the mitigation require-
ment and retain the habitat enhancement in Larkspur 

We Have an Opportunity! 
By restoring the existing dog park location back to its natural 

habitat, the City has an opportunity to: 

move and expand the dog park  
create a beautiful passive-use site 

provide Interpretive signage to increase understanding of 
wetlands importance 

Approximately 90% of the costs will be funded through a 
federal grant for the Bon Air Bridge Replacement Project 

Community Concerns  
The existing dog park does not adequately meet the needs of many dog owners, 
thus is underutilized.  Responses to surveys from the Master Plan outreach 
indicates the park is: 

Too small, particularly for large dog users 
Lacks desirable amenities, such as dog run and training areas 
Does not provide enough shade 
Needing improved surfacing 
Fence is too short (min height should be 5-feet) 



North Piper  Park  
Location  

Park users are already used to a dog park being at Piper Park 

Capture dog owners already using this as un-authorized off-leash area 

Centrally located within city limits 

Close to existing pedestrian and bicycle paths 

Opportunity to use an area that is unsuitable for sporting activities due to 

proximity to trees 

Plenty of existing tree-provided shade 

Allows both small dog park and large dog park to approximately double in 

size 

Is consistent with the active use of the park 

Existing Dog Park area can be converted to passive use overlook 

Comments 
 



Large Dog Park 

Approx. 18,000SF 

Small Dog Park 

Approx. 4,000SF 

Piper Park 



Capture dog owners already using this as un-authorized off-leash area 

Close to existing pedestrian and bicycle paths 

Separates use of tot area from off leash dogs and improves safety 

Area is centrally located 

Surrounded by residential area 

Comments 

 

N iven Park  
Location  



Why Off-Leash?  
Off-Leash Time = Healthier Dogs 

Many dogs spend all day in crates, indoors or 
small yards.  Dogs with off-leash me:  

 can run freely and get be er exercised 

 are less territorial off-leash, which 
improves their sociability  with other dogs 
and people 

 are more mentally s mulated and tend to 
bark less, bite less and are less aggressive 

“Do Fence Me In!” 
 People already bring their dogs to play off-
leash at Niven and Piper Parks. Crea ng a 
fenced dog park will help separate dogs and 
people. 

 Some children and adults are afraid of dogs 
even when they are leashed.  Having a dog 
park reduces their likelihood of encountering 
dogs at the park, resul ng in a safer, more 
pleasant experience for all park users. 

Dog Owners  are park users too! 
 Recrea ng with one's dog — throwing a ball, frisbee, running, 

walking—benefits dog owners as much as their dogs 

 Inside a dog park, owners have less worry about their dogs 
bothering the general public 

 A dog park is a legi mate park feature as much as sports fields, 
playgrounds and gardens 



Seating  
 Benches should be located throughout park, not just at entrances 

 Clustering of park users near entrances creates conges on and poten al 

for dog conflicts. This can be discouraged by “reserving” benches near 

entrances for ADA or mobility challenged users. 

 Concrete benches are be er choices than sla ed or perforated designs 

which can trap a dog’s limbs. 

  

Shade 
 Shade is needed for dogs and their companions 

 Vary shade sources (canopies, trees, arbors) for aesthe c appeal 

 Benches should be placed under shade and trees 

Surfacing  &  
Dra inage  

 ADA‐compliant surfacing at entrances as well 

as to benches/tables 

 Best surfacing in high‐traffic area: decomposed 

granite, pavers 

 Alternate surfacing in lower‐traffic areas:  wood 

fiber, natural turf 

 Drainage system under all permeable 

surfacing materials and around water 

features 

Sanitation  
 Several poop sta ons around 

park using biodegradable 

bags 

 Locate trash receptacles 

outside fence to ease pick‐up 

for maintenance 

 Designate separate waste‐

only vs. general trash 

receptacles 

Exercise  &  Ag i l ity  Equipment 
 Variety of equipment, such as ramps, tunnels, hoops, jumps, weave poles and tables 

 Scaled for small dogs and large dogs 

 Spacing 15’ to 25’ apart 

 Easily adjustable to accommodate variety of users and dogs 

  

Signage 
 Post rules & regula ons 

 Bulle n board for agency 

pos ng and use by 

community 

 Friendly fonts and a li le 

humor will be be er 

received 
 

Overal l  Des ign  
 Separate areas for Large and Small Dogs 

 Large Dog Area — 1 to 1.5 acres recommended 

 Small Dog Area — .5 to .75 acre recommended 

 Site with gentle berms/swales to break up dogs’ lines of sight 

which deters charging 

 Ample parking close to site with accessible path of travel 

Fencing  
 ADA‐compliant surfacing at 

entrances as well as to benches/

tables 

 Height 5‐foot minimum w/self 

closing gates 

 Separate entrance areas to buffer 

from rest of park 

 Visual barrier between large & 

small dog areas 

Water Feature  
 Drinking fountains for dogs and humans 

 Water feature / rinsing sta ons 


